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Franklin 
talks on 
safety, 

protests 


As ablack man, the Tulsa 
police chief says he doesn't 
feel as safe in some places 


By Tim Stanley 
Tulsa World 


As a black man, there are plac- 
es Wendell Franklin just wouldn’t 
feel comfortable out of uniform. 

“That’s something I don’t think 
most people, unless they are a 
person of color, can recognize 
or understand,’ the Tulsa police 
chief said Tuesday, speaking can- 
didly during a virtual town hall 
hosted by the 
Tulsa World. 

In Tulsa or 
surrounding 
communities, 
he added, safe- 
ty has never 
been a concern 


for him. 

“But there are other parts of 
the country, rural areas, where I 
have been and where I would not 
feel as safe,’ he said. 

Franklin, the first African 
American to head the Tulsa Po- 
lice Department on a permanent 
basis, was the only guest for the 
World’s latest Let’s Talk forum 
and talked about a range of sub- 
jects. 

The event was hosted by 
Wayne Greene, editor of the Tul- 
sa World’s editorial pages, and 
sponsored by the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation. The entire 
town hall is posted online. 

Franklin, who was named chief 
in January, said he could not 


» See Town hall, page AG 


Tulsa FOP 
Opposes 
oversight 
program 


Police union leader says 
mayor's OIM proposal still 
wrong solution a year later 


By Kevin Canfield 
Tulsa World 


The local police union came 
out Tuesday against Mayor 
G.T. Bynum’s renewed effort to 
create a police oversight pro- 
gram, saying the 
proposed model 
could lead to 
more violent 
crime while do- 
ing nothing to 


increase trust 

between police 
n officers and the 
Lindsey public. 


“It is the same 
thing that he said almost a year 
ago; it was the Denver model 
then,” said Jerad Lindsey, chair- 
man of the Tulsa Fraternal Or- 
der of Police. “We educated and 


» See Program, page A6 


WEEKEND: FUN IN THE SUN 


From waterparks to flowers to the 
zoo, there’s plenty to do in June. D1 
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CIVIL UNREST RESPONSE + Here's what the National Guard can do to help police 
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Statewide nursing home testing 
for virus nearly complete. A8 


$2.00 om 


PS.A.BANK CLOTHIERS 
|" á a ran | ~ xe ki 


National Guard soldiers were activated late Monday and early Tuesday to support police at a protest with disturbances near Woodland Hills 


Mall in south Tulsa. 


By Andrea Eger 


Tulsa World 


klahomans are 


to seeing the Oklahoma Na- 
tional Guard respond when 
devastating tornadoes and 


IAN MAULE/Tulsa World 


show of force 


accustomed 


National 
Guard 
soldiers’ mis- 
sion in Tulsa 
late Monday 
and early 
Tuesday 

was partly 


flooding strike, but their arrival at the 
scene of civil rights protests in Tulsa 
and Oklahoma City this week has 
raised questions about their role. 

Lt. Col. Geoffrey Legler, spokesman 
for the Oklahoma Military Depart- 
ment, explained that the Guard has 
been activated on the orders of Gov. 
Kevin Stitt to use its military training 
only in a support capacity for local law 
enforcement. 

“We belong to the governor. We are 
not federalized, so we don’t belong to 
the president,” Legler said. “These are 
Oklahoma Army National Guardsmen, 
First Battalion, 279th Infantry Regi- 
ment, based in Sand Springs. Almost 
all of them live and work in the Tulsa 
metro, so its hometown folks helping 
out the community.” 

In Oklahoma, members of a Na- 
tional Guard Reaction Force have as- 
sisted sheriff’s departments, the Okla- 
homa Highway Patrol and the Tulsa 
Police Department. But military and 
police spokesmen said those local law 
enforcement agencies are in the driv- 
er’s seat, not the Oklahoma National 
Guard. 


“Right now, the Guard’s mission is to 
assist local law enforcement — check- 
points and traffic control and to be 
there in a show of force, which basi- 
cally just means to be there,” Legler 
said. “In Tulsa last night, as they were 
getting off the Bluebird bus, a lot of 
people just stopped what they were 
doing and left.” 

One of the officers in charge of the 
local quick reaction force said they use 
their military training to secure loca- 
tions and perimeters and to provide 
cover for local law enforcement to be 
able to move, as need be — not take on 
the role or duties of police. 

Capt. Nathan Perdue, operations of- 


to present 

“a show 

of force,” 
Oklahoma 
Military De- 
partment Lt. 
Col. Geoffrey 
Legler said. 


IAN MAULE/ 
Tulsa World 


ficer for the 179th Infantry, said Guard 
soldiers are mindful of the public op- 
tics of their arrival in times of civil dis- 
turbance or unrest. 

“It’s not for us to be on the front line, 
so to speak. It’s not the look anyone 
wants. We are just there to support 
those officers in local law enforcement 
and de-escalate the situation. They 
obviously have way more training in 
these situations than we do,’ Perdue 
said. “We have no ability to arrest any- 
one or detain anyone.” 

Stitt’s activation of the Oklahoma 
National Guard came after President 


» See Training, page A6 


Young people keep the peace at Tulsa Hills protest 


Smaller group stays with 
its message, discourages 
conflict in latest march 


By Samantha Vicent 
and Kelsy Schlotthauer 
Tulsa World 


The evening hours in Tul- 
sa were the calmest in three 
nights as more than 50 young 
people gathered in the nearly 
empty Tulsa Hills shopping 
center Tuesday evening in a 
protest dedicated to nonvio- 
lence. 

Tuesday’s assembly, which 
began loosely at 7p.m., had a 
markedly different tone than 
the protest Monday near 71st 
Street and Memorial Drive, 
where many of the same teen- 
agers were subject to the ef- 
fects of multiple rounds of 
pepper balls and gas irritants 
deployed by police amid van- 
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MORE PUZZLES INSIDE 


Additional puzzles can be found in 
the Sports section in today's World. 


Participants kneel while praying during a protest at the Tulsa Hills shopping 


center on Tuesday. The group, spurred by the death of George Floyd in Min- 
neapolis last week, is protesting racial inequity. IAN MAULE/Tulsa World 


dalism reports. 

But much like the Woodland 
Hills shopping area on Mon- 
day, many stores in Tulsa Hills 
shut down early. 

Target’s windows and doors 


were boarded over. Cracker 
Barrel pulled its rocking chairs 
off the porch, and Sam’s Club 
closed down. The Target at 
71st Street and U.S. 169 also 
had closed earlier than normal 
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amid fears of damage. 

Organizers of Tuesday’s pro- 
test at Tulsa Hills called them- 
selves the Peace Movement, and 
they wrangled participants for 
an impromptu meeting to re- 
iterate that they were ready to 
run off anyone who had plans 
to engage in violence or loot- 
ing. A group of protesters des- 
ignated as “medics” gathered in 
the western end of the Target 
parking lot first, recognizable 
by red duct tape crosses over 
their clothing and vehicles. 

By 10:50p.m., the group 
moved from Town Center Drive 
north on Olympia Avenue to- 
ward 71st Street. Toward the 
beginning of the night, some 
leaders of the group told pro- 
testers not to talk to media as 
part of the #BlackoutTuesday 
social media campaign. But a 
vocal participant, Ashley, who 
declined to give her last name, 


» See Protest, page A6 


